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NORTHERN BEEF DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [9.03 am]: 
This week the McGowan government committed $8.3 million to continue the Northern Beef Development program 
for the next four years. When we came to government in 2017, we responded to industry concern, revamping the 
Northern Beef Development program and relocating it to the north. This program has delivered real results since 
then, ensuring that the government’s research and development priorities align with the northern pastoral industry. 
This new funding will support productivity improvements across pastoral lands and the northern cattle herd and 
increase Aboriginal capacity and job opportunities. Funding has been locked in ahead of this year’s budget to allow 
critical work to continue. New projects will include a grants scheme to increase the adoption of technology and 
innovation and assistance for Aboriginal pastoral enterprises in assessing and transitioning to improved business 
models that attract investment and create job opportunities. 
On Tuesday, we visited the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development’s new research site at 
Skuthorpe near Broome, where our government’s $157 000 investment is developing a best practice farming system 
package for northern fodder production. A trial has already commenced on local fodder grower Graeme Rogers’ 
Skuthorpe property of 3.8 hectares of sorghum fed by a small 88-metre centre pivot. The sorghum crop will be 
harvested in July, after which a trial of 10 perennial grasses will commence, followed by a trial of annuals. The 
agronomy trials will examine production options, including fertiliser and water requirements, alongside economic 
and other challenges facing growers in the north. The work builds on extensive mosaic agriculture investments in 
the north over the past two decades, which have assisted irrigated operations to expand to over 3 000 hectares in 
the West Kimberley and Pilbara. Our government is committed to driving research and development that benefits 
industry on the ground in the north as part of our commitment to supporting regional jobs and businesses. 
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